
 
The Kosciuszko Festivals 

 

 
 

The Kosciuszko Festivals were the flagship events of Kosciuszko Heritage Inc (formerly the Puls Polonii 
Cultural Foundation). Starting from the 2007 Kosciuszko Music on Mt Kosciuszko event they were held 
annually since 2007 till 2013, they celebrated multiculturalism, history and harmony in the Snowy 
Mountains area. 
 
 
The festivals were centred on Australia's highest mainland mountain, Mount Kosciuszko, which was 
discovered and named by the explorer and humanitarian Sir Paul Edmund Strzelecki after General 
Thaddeus Kosciuszko, a renowned champion of equal rights and liberty for all of humankind. 
 
 
 

 

Dream Lights 
 

2013, February 23 to 24 
 
Locations: Jindabyne and Mt Kosciuszko 
featured: Centenial Mass on Mt Kosciuszko, Polish-Ngarigo friendship flights 
over Mt Kosciuszko, pianist Roy Eaton (USA) and Poles meeting Ngarigo, 
laser lights show at Strzelecki Monument, Polish classic music ensembles, 
songs, folklore dances 

 

 

 

Over the Moonbah festival 
 

2012, April 14-15 
 
Locations: Moonbah, Jindabyne and Mt Kosciuszko 
featured: Polish-Ngarigo friendship flights over Mt Kosciuszko, meeting 
Ngarigo Elders and their families, celebrating Moonbah historic place, Irish 
guests, folklore dances, Chopin music concerts, a Polish wedding at 
Strzelecki monument in Jindabyne 

 

   

 

Day of Fun at Kosciuszko Run 
 

2011, February 12 
 
Location: Charlotte Pass Village 
featured:  Paderewski Music Academy from Chicago, Il USA, Snowy Strings 
Youth Orchestra from Jindabyne, Awarding Kosciuszko Run participants, 
Legendary Solidarity leaders Andrzej & Joanna Gwiazda from Poland, Lajkonik 
folklore ensemble from Sydney, 
 

 

   

 

http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/home.html
http://www.zrobtosam.com/PulsPol/Puls/Video/KosciuszkoMusicOnMtKosciuszko320.html
http://www.zrobtosam.com/PulsPol/Puls3/index.php?sekcja=1&arty_id=3557
http://www.zrobtosam.com/PulsPol/Puls3/index.php?sekcja=1&arty_id=3557
http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/dreamlights/
http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/moonbah/
http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/past_festivals/funday/main.html


 

K'Ozzie Fest 
 

2010, March 19-22 
 
Locations: Charlotte Pass Village, Mt Kosciuszko, Jindabyne and Cooma 
featured: Joint event with Kosciuszko Run at Mt Kosciuszko & Multicultural Harmony 
Day in Cooma, meeting Ngarigo Elders and their families, Aboriginal and Polish 
folklore dances, Barker College Symphonic Orchestra from Sydney playing 
"Kosciuszko" conducted by Brendan Collins, Chopin concert, meeting Kosciuszko Run 
participants 

 

   

 

K'Ozzie Fest 
 

2009, April 17-18 
 
Locations: Mount Kosciuszko, Jindabyne and Cooma 
Celebrating the winners of the Strzelecki Art Competition, tens of performing 
artists from around Australia, meeting Ngarigo Elders and their families, 
Aboriginal and Polish folklore dances, traditional walk to the summit of Mt 
Kosciuszko, meeting Strzelcki families from Australia and Poland, reporting on 
filming the Strzelecki’s path to Mt Kosciuszko, Chopin music piano concert 
 

 

   

 

Mound and Mount Kosciuszko Festival 
 
2008, April 18-19 
 
Locations: Mount Kosciuszko, Jindabyne and Cooma 
featured: Mound and Mt Kosciuszko Festival Competitions: Photography & 
Music/Song Writing Composition, tens of artists, including guests from Vilno, 
Lithuania, meeting Strzelecki families, commemorating Snowy Hydro buliders, 
Stanislaw Blum, Chopin piano concert, traditional walk to the summit of Mt 
Kosciuszko 

 

 

 

Mound and Mount Kosciuszko Festival 
 

2007, April 28-29 
 
Locations: Jindabyne and Cooma 
featured: Polish folklore ensembles and dances, exhibition of posters from the 
Kosciuszko Music on Mt Kosciuszko event, mixing and sharing event with local 
artists, exhibition of posters about Strzelecki’s discoveries and achievements, 
Chopin piano concerts’ 
 

  

 

Kosciuszko Music on Mt Kosciuszko 
 
2007, February 17-18 
 
Locations: Mt Kosciuszko and Charlotte Pass 
featured: Kosciuszko Music performed on Mt Kosciuszko by the Sydney 
ensemble Windjammers and by a Jindabyne artist Paul Dion, Polish Mountain 
Tatra folklore dances by Lajkonik from Sydney, soloists: Paul Dion, Halina Gadd, 
Slawek Kazan. The performance repeated in presence of local authorities on 
18th February in Charlotte Pass. 
 
 

 

http://www.kozziefest.org/kozzie_about.html
http://www.kozziefest.org/kozzie_2009festival.html
http://www.kozziefest.org/kozzie_2008festival.html
http://www.kozziefest.org/kozzie_2007festival.html
http://www.zrobtosam.com/PulsPol/Puls/Video/KosciuszkoMusicOnMtKosciuszko320.html


 
 
 

2013  Festival Dream Lights 
 

 
 

2013, February 23 to 24 
 

Locations: Jindabyne and Mt Kosciuszko 
 

Organized by Kosciuszko Heritage Inc 

 
 

       
 

Dr Ernestyna Skurjat-Kozek – the Chief Organizer of 2007-2013 Kosciuszko 
Festivals 

President of the Kosciuszko Heritage Inc 
Editor of Puls Polonii since 2004 

 
 

http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/dreamlights/ 
http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/news/articles/2013_02_25.html#articles 

 

http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/home.html
http://www.pulspolonii.com/
http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/dreamlights/
http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/news/articles/2013_02_25.html#articles


 
Dream Lights, the 2013 Kosciuszko Fesitval, was held from February 23 to 24, 2013. 

 
The festival celebrated the best of Aboriginal, Australian, Irish and Polish cultures, inspired by the achievements of the 
explorer Sir Paul Strzelecki and the majesty of the mountain he named after General Kosciuszko, a renowned champion 
of equal rights and the liberty for humankind. 

Click here to read articles about this historic event. 
Click here to read article about preparations for the festival. 
 
The action-packed weekend featuring: 

 a special guest, an acclaimed and award-winning American pianist Roy Eaton, dedicated admirer of 
Kosciuszko whose concert was dedicated to the Ngarigo people, the traditional custodians of Mt 

Kosciuszko; 
 
 

           
 

 piano concerts performed by Roy Eaton and by Krzysztof Malek; 
 

              
 
 

 a stunning visual laser display over Lake Jindabyne on Saturday night; 
 

      
 
 
 
 

http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/news/articles/2013_02_25.html#articles
http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/news/articles/2013_02_20.html#articles


 
 
 

 a historical Centenary Mass on Mt Kosciuszko, celebrated by (then) Bishop Julian Porteous, and retransmitted 
at the Jindabyne Bowling & Sports Club; 
 
 

       
 
 
 

      
 
 
 

 the movie premiere of Polish Aboriginal Fraternity Flights over Mt Kosciuszko,  
 

a welcome with a special message by Dr Peter Hendy representing (then) opposition leader Hon. Tony Abbott,  
 

an award to Kosciuszko Heritage Inc from Leszek Wikarjusz the President of the Polish Community Council of Australia;  
 

Hon. Dr Peter Phelps, representing Barry O’Farrell, the Premier of NSW, Mayor of the Snowy River Shire Council John  
 

Cahill and Mr W Krzesiński representing the Ambasador of Poland A. Jaroszyński unveiling a plaque acknowledging  
 

contribution of indigenous guides to discovering and naming Mt Kosciuszko by Sir P.E. Strzelecki ; 

           
 
 
 
 



 
 

 two Gala Concerts at the Strzelecki monument, featuring: 
 

the Zayazd ensemble from Gdansk, Poland, 

 
 

the Claribel Clarinet Quartet from Lublin, Poland, 
 

 
 
 

 Olivia Kierdal, a young star from Sydney, 
 the Kowalski Sisters, sopranos from Sydney, 

 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 



the Theatre Group “Scena 98” from Perth, 
 

 
 

 the Folklore Ensemble ŁOWICZ from Melbourne, 
 

 
 

 the Folklore Ensemble LAJKONIK from Sydney, and 
 

 
 

 Bogumiła Filip from Sydney and continuation of the Polish-Ngarigo fraternity flights over Mt Kosciuszko. 
 

          
 

Kosciuszko Bier from Jindabyne and Polish bikies added to the folklore of the Festival.  
 

              



 
2012 Festival Over the Moonbah Festival 

 
2012, April 14-15 

 

 
 

Locations: Moonbah, Jindabyne and Mt Kosciuszko 
 

Organized by Kosciuszko Heritage Inc 

 
 

 
 

http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/moonbah/ 
 

http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/moonbah/news.html 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqSO5R8sqLM Mass On Mt Kosciuszko 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_64qHCUGeI  K'Ozzie Fest 2012 Fraternity Flights 
  

http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/moonbah/
http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/moonbah/news.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqSO5R8sqLM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_64qHCUGeI


 
 
 

 
 

 



 
Moombah Church, near Jindabyne, restored by late Fr Val Stefanski hosted the 2012 Festival and our Ngarigo guests, 

the Elders Aunties Rachel and Rae and their familes. 

        
    

Polish didgeridoo man Arek Buczek and folklore ensembles Kujawy and Lajkonik from Sydney at the Festival 
 

            
 

Father Wojcik from Poland co-celebrated on Saturday a Mass in Moombah and on Sunday at the summit of Mt Kosciuszko. We also 
had Irish guests.   

       
 

Director of the Kosciuszko National Park David Darlington and the President of the Jindabyne Aero Club Bob Young with their wives 
have been our guests and hosts at the same time.  

     
Our talented pianists Krzysztof Małek and Olivia Urbaniak gave a wonderful Chopin concert at the Horizon Hotel. 

    



 
Polish-Ngarigo Fraternity flights over Mt Kosciuszko 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_64qHCUGeI  a short movie K'Ozzie Fest 2012 Fraternity Flights 

 

     
 

Aunty Rae Stewart and her grandchildren, Aunty Rachel and her daughter Dr Doris Paton, as well as 
her young daughter had for the first time a chance to have a look at Mt Kosciuszko from above. 

 

     
 

Consul General of Poland Daniel Groman, Hon. Dr Peter Phelps, representing Barry O’Farrell, the 
Premier of NSW, and Ngarigo Aunties Rachel and Rae have been the guests of the Festival.  

 

     
 

A wedding from Poland at Strzelecki monument in Jindabyne 
 

            
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_64qHCUGeI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_64qHCUGeI


 
 

2011 Festival  Day of Fun at Kosciuszko Run 
 
 

 
 

2011, February 12  
 

Organised by  
 Puls Polonii Cultural Foundation 

http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/past_festivals/funday/main.html 
 

The Festival featured: 
 

Paderewski Music Academy from Chicago, Il 
Snowy Strings Youth Orchestra from Jindabyne 

Awarding Kosciuszko Run participants 
Legendary Solidarity leaders Andrzej & Joanna Gwiazda from Poland 

Lajkonik folklore ensemble from Sydney 
Polish food 

 

         
 

Location: Charlotte Pass Village 
 

         
 
 

http://www.kosciuszkoheritage.com/past_festivals/funday/main.html


 

 

  

  



 
Hosting participants of the Kosciuszko Run from Charlotte Pass to the summit of Mt Kosciuszko 

 

       
 

Fantastic Polish youth from Chicago Paderewski Music Academy directed by Barbara Bilszta-Niewrzoł and 
accompanied by Prof. Lidia Filus 

 

        
 

Poles from Chicago (left), from Australia (right, Lajkonik) and the legendary Solidarity leaders from Poland Andrzej and 
Joanna Gwiazda (centre) 

 

       
 

Snowy Strings Youth Orchestra from Jindabyne (below) hosted Paderewski Music Academy from Chicago  
 

         
 

    



 
2010 Festival K'Ozzie Fest 

 

 
 

2010, March 19-22 
 

JoiNT EVENT with Kosciuszko Run at Mt Kosciuszko  
& 

 Multicultural HARMONY DAY in Cooma 
 

         
 

Locations: Charlotte Pass Village, Mt Kosciuszko, Jindabyne and Cooma 
 

 
 

 
 

K’Ozzie Fest Festival organised by the Puls Polonii Cultural Foundation 



 



 
VIP’s of the Festival: John Shumack, Dave Darlington and Prof. Lidia Filus from the USA. 

 

        
 

Ambassador of Poland Andrzej Jaroszyński, Consul General Daniel Groman, Hon. Mike Kelly, Ngarigo Elders Auntie Deanna and Auntie Rae, 
 

       
 

Ngarigo dancers and Aunty Rae Stewart with her daughter Sharon 
 

              
 
 

        
 

Polish folkore ensemble Lajkonik 
 

        



 
Polish singers:Asia Lunarzewska, Beata Wald and Jola Komincz 

 
 

            
 

Barker College Symphonic Orchestra from Sydney playing "Kosciuszko" conducted by Brendan Collins 
 

         
 

Scott McTaggart,  Hannah Flannery and golden medallists from Sydney 2000 Olympics Robert Korzeniowski and Nathan Deakes 
 

                
 

Robert Korzeniowski  with Consul Daniel Groman Ernestyna Skurjat-Kozek, Iris White, ambasador Andrzej Jaroszyński, Urszula 
Lang, and a meeting at Kosciuszko National Parks with Directors Dave Darlington & Steve Redden 

 

          
 
 



K’Ozzie Fest in Cooma  
 

     
 

Polish folklore dancers at the local church and on the stage in Cooma Park 
 

          
 

Ngarigo dancers contributed to the folklore of the day 

      
 

And mixed with Asian folklore of the Harmony Day 
 

         
 

Talented Polish pianist Krzysztof Malek performed in a Chopin concert 
 

             



 
2009 Festival K'Ozzie Fest 

 
Organised by the Puls Polonii Cultural Foundation 

 
http://www.kozziefest.org/kozzie_2009festival.html 

 
 

          
 

2009, April 17-18 
 

Featured: 
 

Locations: Mount Kosciuszko (April 17), Jindabyne (April 18)  and Cooma (April 19). 
Tens of performing artists – young and old, from around Australia, and from different backgrounds –  

entertained crowds at both the day and evening events. 
Strzelecki Art Competition 

Traditional walk to the summit of Mt Kosciuszko 
 

        
 

Exhibition of works submitted for the Strzelecki Art Competition  
 

         
 
 
 



 
Reporting on filming the Strzelecki’s path to Mt Kosciuszko  

       
 

Meeting with Strzelecki families from Australia and from Poland at Strzelecki’s monument in Jindabyne 

          
 

Kosciuszko Park Directors, Australian and Polish distinguished guests and recording… 

         
 

The winners of the Strzelecki Art Competition: Krystyna Burkiewicz and Natalia Krysiak 
 

          
 

Mixing Polish and Aboriginal folklore 
 

          



 
Polish folklore ensembles Lajkonik and Syrenka from Sydney 

 

         
 

Mixing Classic Music and non classic art 
 

       
 

Meeting with Ngarigo friends 
 

        
 

Official parts of the K’Ozzie Fest Fetival 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Welcome to Country by a Representative of the Ngarigo People of the Monaro, MC Caroline Fox, Mayor of Cooma Monaro Shire Council 

Mr Vin Good, and Mr Witold Krzesiński representing the Ambassador of Poland  
 

          
 

Ngarigo dancers performing at K’Ozzie Fest in Cooma 
 

       
 
 

The farewell Chopin concert in Cooma: Krzysztof Małek performing 
 

         
 

And a local farewell ‘We thank Polish People for their contribution to Australia’ on the way home to Sydney 
 

 



 
 

2008 Mound and Mount Kosciuszko Festival 
 

2008, April 18-19 
Organised by Puls Polonii Cultural Foundation 

http://www.kozziefest.org/kozzie_2008festival.html 
 

       
 

Mound and Mt Kosciuszko Festival Competitions 
 

Photography  
 

           
 

& Music/Song Writing Composition 
 

        
 

Locations: Mount Kosciuszko, Jindabyne and Cooma 
 

      



 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
Official welcomes: Jindabyne Council Mayor John Shumack, National Kosciuszko Park Director David Darlington and 

Consul General of Poland Mr Ryszard Sarkowicz 
 

         
 

Jindabyne: full Memorial Hall of audience, Polish folklore ensembles Lajkonik and Syrenka  
 

       
 

Visitors from Lithuania and Polish artists Asia Lunarzewska & John Hospodaryk performing 
 

      
 

Polish folkore in Jindabyne 
 

        
 

Getting together at National Kosciuszko Park 
 

      



 
Polish food and meeting a broad Strzelecki Family from Australia and Poland   

 

       
 

Evening Chopin concert by pianist Krzysztof Małek at Horizon Hotel, Jindabyne 
 

      
 

Cooma, Multicultural Mass in St Patricks Church commemorating Polish Snowy-Hydro builder Stanislaw 
Blum, a generous founder of the Blum Foundation 

 

          
 

Polish and local folklore mixing in Cooma 
 

       
 
 

          



 
2007 Mound and Mount Kosciuszko Festival 

 

       
Mound Kosciuszko in Cracow, Poland (left), Mt Kosciuszko (right), at the centre the MMK Festival poster 

 
2007, April 28-29 

Organised by the Puls Polonii Cultural Foundation 
http://www.kozziefest.org/kozzie_2007festival.html 

Locations: Jindabyne and Cooma 
 

Posters from Kosciuszko Music on Mt Kosciuszko presented as gifts to the Jindabyne Mayor John Shumack and Director 
of the Kosciuszko National Park Steve Reden; talented siblings Vendulka and Vasek Wichta from Cooma performing. 

 

      
 

Exhibition of posters from the historic Kosciuszko Music on Mt Kosciuszko event on 17th February 2007 
 

      
 

Official opening by Jindabyne Council Mayor John Shumack, Tom Barry and Consul General of Poland Mr Ryszard Sarkowicz  
 

        
 
 
 

http://www.kozziefest.org/kozzie_2007festival.html


The Windjammers from Sydney, conducted by David Keetley playing Kosciuszko music; Professor Graham Wood, a godfather of the 
festivals, playing on clarinet 

 

     
 

Lajkonik, a folklore ensamble from Sydney 
 

      
 

Wonderful soloists: Halina Gadd, Olivia Kierdal and Vendulka Wichta  
 

       
 

Lajkonik again… 

     
 

John Hospodaryk and Olivia Kierdal singing about Strzelecki and Paul Dion and his Jindabyne choir presenting Snowy Mountain Anthem 
 

     



 
Chopin concert performed by pianist Krzysztof Małek met with a standing ovation 

 

       
 
 

Sunday 29th April, Cooma 
Sharing the event with local artists from Cooma: David Turner recalled the melodies of Snowy-Hydro builders, Vendulka & 

Vasek Wichta played and sang popular Czech melodies 
 

       
 

Lajkonik presented new dances 
 

       
 

      
 
 



 
Chopin music performed by Krzysztof Małek. Leszek Strzelecki from Cooma organized an exhibition of posters showing 

Sir Paul Edmund Strzelecki achievements and discoveries 
 

     
 
 
 



 
2007 - Kosciuszko Music on Mount Kosciuszko 

 
Organised by the Puls Polonii Cultural Foundation 17 February 2007 

Locations: Jindabyne and Charlotte Pass 
 

Opening of the event by the Ambassador of Poland Jerzy Więcław. A message from Dr Rokosz, Director of the Mound Kosciuszko 
Museum in Cracow, Poland, read by Masters of Ceremonies Darek Król and Alinka Mrozik from Lajkonik, a folklore ensemble from 

Sydney. 
 

     
 

The godfathers of the event: Ernestyna Skurjat-Kozek (centre), Prof Graham Wood (left) and David Keetley (right) 
 

     
 

The dream came true: 
The Windjammers from Sydney, conducted by David Keetley, playing Kosciuszko music on Mount Kosciuszko,  

 

    
 

Lajkonik, a folklore ensemble from Sydney performing fiery Polish Tatra Mountains dances on Mt Kosciuszko 

     
 

         



 
Song writer and singer John Hospodaryk from Sydney, a Jindabyne artist Paul Dion and poet Acacia Rose performing 

 

      
 

Violinist Adam Wąsiel (left) and Paul Dion (right), a Jindabyne artist and the author of the Snowy Anthem and Mountain Harmony Puls 
Polonii, 2007-02-23. 

 

       
 

Farewell pictures with Steve Reden, the Director of the Kosciuszko National Park and the Ambassador of Poland Jerzy Więcław.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

A Thank You Mass on the Mount for this successful and unique event and a wonderful weather 
 

 
 

http://www.zrobtosam.com/PulsPol/Puls3/index.php?sekcja=47&arty_id=3503
http://www.zrobtosam.com/PulsPol/Puls3/index.php?sekcja=1&arty_id=3557


 
18th February 2007, Charlotte Pass  

 
Meeting Kosciuszko Park Directors, representatives of the Jindabyne Shire Council and Leszek & Ryszard 

Strzelecki from Cooma 
 

       
 

A glimpse of what happened yesterday on the Mt Kosciuszko: 
 

Our wonderful soloists Paul Dion and Halina Gadd and the Windjammers playing Kosciuszko Music, with a 
view towards Mt Kosciuszko 

 

     
 

Lajkonik showing their mastery of Polish Mountains Tatra dances 
 

     
 

On the way back to Sydney a stop at the Kosciuszko Monument in Cooma 
 

     


	Dream Lights, the 2013 Kosciuszko Fesitval, was held from February 23 to 24, 2013.

